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Ninety years in nuclear physics
HAHN OTTO
Hahn Otto (1879 to 1968), a Ger-
man scientist, discoverer of nuclear fis-
sion, an experimentalist in nuclear
physics was awarded Nobel Prize in
Chernisly in 1944.
He was born on March 8, 1879,
obtained Doctorate in 1901. In 1904 he went to London to
work with Sir William Ramsay who was interested in radioac-
tivity. He returned to Germany in 1906.
During the World War 1(1913- 15) he was a Chemical
Warfare specialist; this gave him an opportunity for the appli-
cation of radioactive methods to chemical problems.
In 1934 Hahn got keenly interested in the work of the
Italian Physicist Enrico Fermi, the basis of whose theory was :
When uranium is bombarded by neutrons, several radioactive
products are formed. Fermi did work on the above project.
Discovery of Nuclear fission
One of the products from uranium was a radioactive form
of the much lighter element barium, indicating that uranium
atom had split into two lighter atoms. The principle behind
this led to the explosion of atomic bomb in Hiroshima in 1945.
Hahn was aged 66 at thai lime, still a vigorous
person,mountaineer who maintained physical fitness.